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SUBJECT: CITIBANK OFFICIAL PLANS VISIT TO VIET-NAM 

1 . MR. VEMBAR K. RANGANATHAN, (INDIAN CITIZEN) SENIOR 
ECONOMIST OF FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK, HONG KONG 
INFORMED A CONGEN OFFICER THAT CITIBANK HAS BEEN 
CONSIDERING FOR SOMETIME SENDING AN OFFICIAL TO 
HANOI FOR DISCUSSIONS. 

2. RANGANATHAN SAID THAT UPON INSTRUCTIONS 
FROM CITIBANK S SENIOR OFFICIAL IN HONG KONG, 

RICHARD A. FREYTAG, HE VISITED THE DRV TRADE 
COMMISSION IN HONG KONG SEVERAL WEEKS AGO AND PROPOSED 
THE VISIT STATING THAT CITIBANK WOULD BE INTERESTED 

IN LEARNING ABOUT THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF VIET-NAM 
AND STUDYING WHAT ROLE US FIRMS COULD PLAY IN SUCH DEVELOPMENT. 
THE DRV TRADE REPRESENTATIVE REPORTEDLY SUGGESTED THAT CITIBANK 
CONTACT THE VIETNAMESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND THE BANK 
OF FOREIGN COMMERCE AND SEEK AN INVITATION. IT WAS INDICATED 
THAT IF CITIBANK RECEIVED SUCH AN INVITATION, THE BANK'S 
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WHERE A VISA WOULD BE QUICKLY FORTHCOMING. THE ATTITUDE 
OF THE DRV OFFICIAL WAS DESCRIBED AS VERY CORDIAL AND 
HELPFUL. 

2. CITIBANK HAS SENT LETTERS TO HANOI SEEKING THE 
INVITATIONS, BUT TO DATE, HAS NOT RECEIVED A RESPONSE. 
RANGANATHAN INDICATED THAT THE BANK IS PLANNING TO SEND HIM 
ALONG WITH A FINANCE EXPERT WHO IS DUAL AMERICAN/FRENCH 
CITIZEN (PRESUMABLY WITH BOTH US AND FRENCH PASSPORTS). 

3. ANOTHER CITIBANK OFFICIAL COMMENTED THAT HE BELIEVED 
THE BANK WOULD RAISE WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE THE 
QUESTION OF SENDING ACITIBANK REPRESENTATIVE TO HANOI WHEN AND 
IF A POSITIVE RESPONSE IS RECEIVED FROM HANOI. 

4. COMMENT: CITIBANK IS HOLDING A MEETING OF ITS SENIOR 
OFFICIALS EARLY IN FEBRUARY IN HONG KONG AND THERE IS 
UNDOUBTEDLY SOME FEELING THAT AN ACTION PLAN MUST BE DEVELOPED 
TO RECOVER GROUND AFTER LOUIS SAUBOLLE'S WELL PUBLICIZED 
HANOI VISIT FOR BANK OF AMERICA LAST YEAR. 

CROSS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BANKERS, VISITS, INVITATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 30 JAN 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976HONGK01209 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X2 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760037-0043 
From: HONG KONG 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 97601 6/aaaaaefk.tel 

Line Count: 82 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 APR 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <09 AUG 2004 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CITIBANK OFFICIAL PLANS VISIT TO VIET-NAM 

TAGS: BTRA, EEWT, EFIN, VN, HK, FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK HONG KONG 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



